A SUMMER ON THE GULF OF MEXICO

WITH THE TRAWL, SHARK, AND PROTECTED RESOURCES UNITS AT
NOAA SOUTHEAST FISHERIES SCIENCE CENTER
PASCAGOULA, MS

ROBIN GROPP



BOTTLENOSE DOLPHIN
REPRODUCTIVE OUTCOMES

SURVEYING

PROTECTED RESOURCES UNIT

- NRDA POST- OIL SPILL RESEARCH
- PREGNANT FEMALES BRANDED SUMMER 2013

- SEARCHING FOR FEMALES THIS SUMMER TO
GAUGE CALF SURVIVORSHIP

http://www.noaa.gov/deepwaterhorizon/data/nrda.html



SEA TURTLE STRANDING AND SALVAGE NETWORK
PIER CAPTURE REPORTING
~200 REPORTED IN MS COAST SO FAR IN 2014
INSTITUTE FOR MARINE MAMMAL STUDIES
TAGGING, REHABILITATION, RELEASE
AT SEA:
MOST
COMMERCIAL
VESSELS REQUIRED
TO USE TURTLE
EXCLUDER
DEVICES (TEDs)

RESEARCH VESSELS
LIMITED TO 30
MIN. TRAWLS

MEASUREMENT/
TAGGING OF
INCIDENTAL
CAPTURES.



SUMMER GROUNDFISH TRAWL SURVEY ON THE OREGON II

FROM BROWNSVILLE, TX TO PASCAGOULA, MS
JUNE 7-JULY 6



http://www.gsmfc.org/default.php?p=sm_ov.htm

SOUTHEAST AREA MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (SEAMAP)
GULF OF MEXICO, SOUTH ATLANTIC, CARIBBEAN

GULF GROUNDFISH SURVEYS COLLECT DATA ON:

DISTRIBUTION AND ABUNDANCE FOR VARIOUS STOCKS
PLANKTON SAMPLES

WATER PROFILE INFORMATION

KEY SPECIES:

PENAEID SHRIMPS
RFN SNIADDFR



http://www.ncddc.noaa.gov/hypoxia/products/



FISH SAMPLING

30 MINUTE TRAWLS
SORTING
IDENTIFICATION
ENTERED IN COMPUTER
DATABASE

CTD DEPLOYMENT
DISSOLVED OXYGEN
TEMPERATURE

SALINITY
FLUORESCENCE

PLANKTON

SAMPLING
BONGOS AT DEPTH
NEUSTON AT SURFACE






ANNUAL HYPOXIA MAPPING

http://www.ncddc.noaa.gov/hypoxia/products/



WINKLER TITRATION
DAILY DOUBLE CHECK ON DISSOLVED OXYGEN SENSORS



SPECIMEN PRESERVATION AT SEA

FORMALDEHYDE, BLEACH, AND WARM AIR DRYING

SPECIMENS FOR THE NOAA OUTREACH PROGRAM
AND TEACHER AT SEA



MUSTELUS SPP.

LIFE HISTORY WORK WITH LISA JONES

SEARCHING FOR RELIABLE

ID CHARACTERISTICS
LABIAL FURROWS
CAUDAL FIN SHAPE
RELATIVE VERTEBRAE SIZE



SHARK IDENTIFICATION PROJECT

PHOTO DOCUMENTATION

COMMUNICATION WITH SHARK UNIT AT LAB

MUSTELUS SPP.

FIN CLIPS// FROZEN SAMPLES// BIOPSY PUNCHES

POSTER KEYS FOR SHARKS AND
BATOIDS






MUSTELUS IDs CONTESTED
(ESPECIALLY M. canis AND
M. norrissi.)

CHARACTERS IMPLEMENTED TO
TEST THEIR VALIDITY



C. POROSUS NOT PRESENT IN GROUNDFISH DATA BUT VERIFIED
IN GULF OF MEXICO AND NEAR IDENTICAL TO R. TERRAENOVAE






GYMNURA ATLAVELA NOT DESCRIBED AS PRESENT
IN GULF OF MEXICO, BUT APPEARS IN RECENT

FALL AND SUMMER GROUNDFISH DATA FROM
1999-2012






